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General G, C, Thomas, USMC 
Director, Net Evaluation Subcommittee 
Reom 2£915, The Pentagon 
Washington 25, D. C, 


Dear General Thomas: 


At its meeting on 22 October the Intelligence Advisory Committee, 
in the light of your memorandum of 12 July 1957, considered the question 


of whether or not the contributions to NIE 11-4-57 or the Board of 


National Estimates draft of that estimate indicated that there were sub- 
stantial changes in Soviet groes capabilities, The IAC agreed that the 


statement set forth below should be forwarded to you at this time, 


New intelligence acquired since completion of 
SNIE 11-6-57, as reflected in the contributions to 
NIE 11-4-57 and the Board draft of the military sectio: 
of that estimate, is Hkely to cause changes in our eati- 
mates affecting Soviet gross capabilities for attack on 
the continental US in mid-1960, as follows: 


a. Composition of Long-Range Bomber Fores. 
Centributions aaicas that the estimated composition 
of the Soviet long-range bomber force in mid-1960 
may be considerably different from that given in 
SMIE 11-6-57, The number of BADGER jet medium 
bombers may be considerably in excess of the 790 
previously estimated, while the number of BISON 
and BEAR heavy bombers may be considerably fewer 
than the 600 previously estimated. Such changes ia 
composition would affect the over-all load-carrying 
capacity of the striking force and the tactics which 


could be employed in staging and carrying out the 
attacks. 
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b, Availability of ICBM, Contributions indicate 
that the estimated date of firat operational availability 
of Soviet ICBMa may be sarlier than 1960-1961 as 
previously estimated, Such a change would require 
| inclusion of the ICBM in estimated Soviet interconti- 
nental strike capabilities for mid-1966, 


As @ result of further analysis, there may also be a small 
increase in the sumber of Soviet missile-launching submarines 
given in SMIE 11-6-57 for mid-1960, but a small decrease in 
the number of nuclear-powered missile-launching submarines, 


| 
| Sincerely yours, 


| Sire 
| Allen W. Dulles 


| Chairman 
Intelligence Advisory Committee 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE INTELLIGENCE 7 ibaa COMMITTE® F Leh 
SUBJECT: Review of SNIE 11-6-57 Es a 
REFERENCE: 1AC-M-297, item i yey 
a 
| -~ ly agreed 
, At the 9 July meeting of the IAC it we tentative 
that « tormal review of SNIE 11-6-57, "Sdsiet Gro09 Capaditities for 
Attack on the Continental US in Mid - 1960, ‘Seppbd rot be apse 
gubject to General Thomas! confirmation & iy embers under ets ng 
that, as a practical matter, the NESC wows ume bly not be in & 
position effectively to use any revision of SEs 1-6-57 in ite forth - 
coming report. : ith 
2. Thie question has been present eral Thomas. His 
reply ie attached hereto. oe 
3. Thie matter will be reconsiderd# gabe 16 July meeting of 
the LAC, immediately followiag coasiderell : at tem } on the pudbehed 
— 25X1 
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" SECRET 

o Mem. 
: a tity a 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL “ 
NET EVALUATION SUBCOMMITTEE 

Office ef the Divecter ; 

Reem 25915. The Pentagea ee : 

Washington 2S, D.C, ! 

MEMORANDUM FOR ; The Director of Chain al Intelligence 


Subject ; Rbvidica ei sige: 


7-57, "So 
Capebilitios....0 yy nt OrOe® 


l. Dr, a 
Committee, rpc, ea ve has informed me that the Intelligence Adviso: 
SNIE 13-6-57 and ¢ hie suidered whetheg to undertake @ revision of 
firmatio entatively decided not ite 60 suoject to 
matter a members! understanding -the NESC, ae a nea, 
Fevieione in it Probably not be in « positioh ctively ¢ ; eevee 

8 forthcoming ueport, * . ¥Y SO wse euch 

2. Maaif a ’ “3 
evidence now eb 1 am sot ina Posities, Bo determine whether the 
Rot advised whether rer rab @ revision of SNIE 11-6-57, lam 

® 
would now reeult in a substantially diffeses ue Scorn of SNIE 11-6.57 


3. The milite . ee 
tion, beced on SME 1h -gr ay ene selyile for the 1957 Net Kvelus- 
late now for ue to go Raeipll ne be neatY Seen completed. It is too 

the begianigg and etart all over again, 


It 19 not feasible to adjust 

the complex 

to @ revieed estimative baeie, : as involved to confor:a 
operations saslysis will have to be ™ existing military 
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